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incsses te be ran cffieiently. What is the
position of the business man on the gold-
fields to-day? FEvery year his eapital is de-
preciating in value in proporticn to the de-
preciation of the mining industry in the
loeality where lhe resides.  On the other
hand, take the position of business men in
Perth., They have the unearned increment
that eomes to every establishment in Perth,
and their businesses are eontinuaily inereas-
ing in valoe. A man may make £1,000 a
year out of his business on the guldfields,
But his eapital may depreciate at a rate of
£1,000 a year. I quite understand the Jifti-
eulties attendant vpon the adjustment of
taxation matters, but it is onby fair and
just that some pereentage reduetion should
be allowed to the man running his business
in a district where his ¢apital is contimually
depreciating in vahe.

Hon. J. Cornell: When a miner leaves
the goldfields to-day he bas to give away
his home.

Hon. J. W. RIRWAN: Exactiy, Befora
coreluding I ghonld like to refer to what
is really a ray of sunshine in the mining
indwstry, namely the possibilities of the
Gwalia Consolidated at Wilupa. I am
speaking of something I know a good deal
about when T allnde to the Gwalia Con-
solidated. T spent some time at Wiluna
leerning all about ihe mine, and T dis.
cuesed it with those in awtherity. TUn-
qnestiopably the Gwsalia Consolidated is
one of the biggest mining propesitions this
State has known., I is true thet some
time ago it was not am unqualifel suceess,
owing tr a metallurgieal problem, due to
the presenee of antimony. However, since
then the problem kas been overeomre, 'When
I was at the mine I received the reports of
three bores that had been put down a great
many vears ago. [ could not get very
much information as te when or hw whom
they had been put dowm. At the time I
felt dowbiful as to whether or mot those
bores would he confirmed but when, on
returaing to Kalgoorlie, T incidentally
mentioned it fo a highly eapable mining
man, he said there wag no reason to enter-
tair any doubt abourt the bores, becauss be
had beem the supervising engineer wlen
they were put down. He wag, he said,
certain that the borves would be confirmed.
He is one of the mest careful mining wen
in the State and ao, in view of what he
said, ¥ foli perfectlv satisfied that the
earlier bores would be eonfirmed by the
bores put down recently. I understand
that the cores are now being assaved, and
1 hope that before lomg we shall have the
results. If they be what all those =zssoci-
ated with the mine are eonfident they will
Be, then the Wiluna field must become of
greaf valne to Wesfern Australin. Eng-
Fish capital is pledged to be bronaht
into the State to the amount eof £300,000.
Of cowrse we all know that will not be
sufficient, that something more will be re-
qnired. However, that may the beginning

of a fresh flow of British capita! to West-
ern Awstralia, T need not tell the House
what suck a fiow would mean to the State.
In the meantime we shounld remember
that Englisk eapital & a very shy
bird, not over fond of Labour Govern-
menia. Of eourse 1 am sore the Govern-
ment will de nothing likely to tend to
e€reate any ¢oneern m the minds of British
eapiialists. If these bores be confirmed
and if, in consequence, British capital
¢omes into the State to =n extent ever
vemrotely approximating the way tn which
it eame Ir in the nineties, I think we
ghall have a mew era of prosperity, and
that our troubles, firamcial and others, will
bhe very quickly solved.

On motion by Hem. J. Ewing debate
gdjourned.

House adjourned at 6.5 pm.

Aegtslative Assembly,

Thursdoy, 91st July, 1924,

Tern] Chairmen of Committess ...
Q on : Land open for selest
Addrenss-fn-reply, day

- P‘g

The SPEAKER tock the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

TEMPORARY CHAIRMEN OF
COMMITTEES.

Mr. SPEAKER: T desire to inform the
House that I have appoinfed as temporary
Chairmen of Conunittees the member for
Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo), the member for
Forrest {Mr. Holman), and the member for
Menzies (Mr. Panton].

QUESTION—LAND OPEXN FOR
SELECTION.

Preference 10 Australians.

Mr. MARSHALIL asked the Minister for
Lands: I, What was the total area of land
surveyed and opemed for :election at the
30tk June, 19247 2, What was the total
number of applications for seleetions to the
same date? 3, Will the prineiple of prefer-
enee to Australian-hormm applicants be con-
sidered by the present Government?
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The MINISTEE FOR LANDS replied:
1, 2685000 zeres 2, Impessible to supply.
3, In the case of more tham ome applicant
for any block of laud, the matter of granting
the bloek is in the hands of Land Boards.
Any alteration of present praetice is con-
sidered unnecessary. The matter is governed
by the Land Aet.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Third Pay.
Debate resnmed from the previous day.

The PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—
Boulder) [4.36]: The specch delivered by
the Leader of the Opposition last evening
scareely calls for any Jengthy reply on behalf
of the Government This, of course, is due
to the fact that during our brief Ministerial
existence we have not been able to accumu-
late sufficient sing of commission or omission
to warrant the Opposition in making an
attack,

Mr. Bampson: They will grow.

The PREMIER: This is a condition of
thinga that no doubt will be altered by the
passing of the year. However, I am very
glad to have the assurance of the Leader of
the Oppasition that we have assumed office
with the cordial good wishes and congratu-
lations of members of the Opposition. I
also express my appreciation of the septi-
ments voieed by the Leader of the Country
Party, and I bhave no doubt members of the
Opposition generally will extend to the Gov-
ernment the measure of support that they
feel they are in a position to give, consistent,
of course, with the prineiples they hold re-
garding the policy of the Government and
the various measures they will he ealled
wpon to deal with. The election that has
just taken place has brought about the in-
evitable change, and when one looks around
the Chamber one is reminded of the fact
that many members, who occupied a place
in this Chamber during the last Parliament
and, indeed, 'm mamy Parliaments, are no
longer with us. I think there are 17 new
members in the present Parliament, which
T hope will gerve to remind them—the old
members are already fully alive to the faet
—of the insecurity of politieal life. For
several Parliaments past the c¢hanges that
have taken place have nombered 15 to 17
or 18; practically one-third of the persomnel
of the House chauges cvery three years.
One, of course, feele regret that many of
the old faces have disappeared. Although
they may have hbeen on the oppodite
gidle of the House, many vears of close
association in the Chamber result in the
formation of personal friendships, quite ir-
respective of political differences. At the
moment I am in the happy position of not
betng required to express regret at the loss
of any of my followers. The whole of the
members that comprised the Labonr Party
in the last Parliament have been fortumate
enongh to Seetre emdorsement at the elee-
tions. Not only have the 18 been returwed,

bat they bave bronght with them reinforce-
merts to the number of mine. I congretu-
late ali the mew members upoa their eee-
tion, which to smme no doubt repregents the
consummation of a dream of many years.
They have doubtless come to the perform-
ance of their duties animated by the same
high ideals that most of us possessed in our
earlier Parliamentary lives—imbued with a
desire to right the manifold wrengs of
society. While I agree that it is a good
thing for new members to bring to the pee-
formance of their task sentiments of that
description, I can onily hope that in the
course of years they will not suffer disillu-
sionment or any undue disappointment. I
am confident that new members, in common
with the old members, are animated by the
one desire to do the best they can for the
State, according bo their lights. The Leader
of the Opposition made what was, after all,
» passing reference to the conduct of the
recent elestions. He said some things had
occurred that were umsatisfactory and ought
not to have taken place, and that to some
extent roll-stuffing had been indulged in.
E am not aware of any improper practices
having tuken place at the recent elections,
and if theee is knowledge in amy guarter
whatever that the rolls were improperly in-
flated or that any other illegal practice has
taken place, and if the information is con-
veyed to the Minister in charge of the de-
partment, getion will be taken. We know
from experience that the postal vote provi-
gions of the Kleectoral Act are frequently
abused, though I believe more often becawse
of want of knowledge on the part of postal
vobe offieers than through any deliberate in-
tent. It has been found most difficalt not
only in this Stmte but in the other States
and in the Commonweath as well to keep
a praper econtrol and check upon the exer-
cise of the postal vote. Probably the Aect
will be deait with before the next elections
take place, and if sv I hope the House will
endeavour to effect sueh amendments as will
cnsure the least possible measure of nbuse.
The Opposition Leader said he hoped the
Government would maintain the prosperity
they found on assuming office, which pros-
perity he declared was pgreater than had
obtained at auy period in the history of
Western Australin. #He instanced the fuet,
or alleged fact, that to-day the State was
not gufering from any unemployment diffi-
culty, while on his assmmption of office he
had fowxnd large numbers of returned sol-
diers for whose reinstatement in civil tife
no provision had been made. I freely con-
esde thet the hon. pentleman’s statement is
in the main correet. Further he sgid that
the State generally was now at the pinnaecle
of prosperity. A statement of a similar
netare has been made by every outgoing
Goverament ginee I have been in this Cham-
ber. I suppose it is one of the ironies of
politieal life that after a number of years
of unselfish service to the people, resuiting
in an apex of prosperity, Mimisters shounid
be tumed out of office by a most mpratefdt,
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dull, and unobservant body of electors. If
ever the iime ghould arrive when it falle
to my lot to eross the floor, no doubt my
swan song, too, will be in a somewhat similar
strain.

My, Sampson: Let us hope it will be
equally true.

The PREMIER: I trust so. Perhaps 1
may be pardoned for eaying that the position
of the State is not quite so rosy as our
friends opposite would have the public be-
Licve. I have been long emough in politics
to know that the p@®ans of praise lavished
upon the late Government in the columns
of newspapers, and also lavished upon the
late Government by ex-Ministers since re-
linguishing office, are preparatory to the
launching of an attack, later, upon the pre-
sent Government, when comparisons will be
drawn between the position of the State to-
day and with what will be described as the
position obtaining in 12 menths' or two
years’ time. Although we may have that
degree of prosperity which is claimed by
the Iate Premier, it is well to remember,
nevertheless, that Western Australia has an
aceumulated deficit which represents a re-
cord in the history of Australian self-gov-
ernment. Qur totul shortage is more than six
million pounds—to he correct, ahout
£6,140,000—in our revenue account, and 4743
milliens of that amount has been built vp
during the past eight years. The Opposition
Leader referred to the deficit for the finan-
cial year just closed as representing 2 redue-
tion of half a million againat the previous
two years—E229,000 as against £730,000.
T think I am justified in eaying that the
results of the financial year which has just
closed, and the improvement disclosed by
the fipures, are due largely, if not entirely,
to the expenditure of loan funds during the
past two or three years, If goes without say-
ing that if this State expends four millions
of loan moneys in one year, a considerable
proportion of that amount will find its way
into Consolidated Revenue, through many in-
direct channels, and through some direct
channels. For the time being the interest
upon a congiderable portion of that loan ex-
penditure finde its way into Consolidated
Revenue. T shall not deal with those figurea
just now, but I hope to be able to give the
House some information in that regard when
I make the Budget Speech. The Opposition
Leader reiterated his faith in land settle-
ment, declaring himself to be as firmly con-
vineed to-day as ever he had beer of the need
for a policy of land development in Western
Australia. On that point I entirely agree
with him. Ministers and members sitting
on the Government side of the Chamber
realise, and have for many years realised,
that largely the future well-being of West-
ern Australia is bound up with the settle-
ment and development of its lands. Xand
development is becoming more necessary be-
cauge of the unfortunate fact that that
great industry which for 30 years has played
80 important a part in the opening up and

settlenment of Western Australin-—the gold-
mining industry—has latterly been experivnc-
ingr rather a bad time. Everyone who gives the
slightest study to the economics of this
State and the public questions of the day
must agree that it is essential for any West-
ern .\ustralian Government to do everything
pessille to open up and settle the land. No
doubt there are great differences of opinion
as to the methods to be pursued in carrying
out that poliey. After all, the question is
one of finance. Insofar as money can be
nbtained and expended in a direction which
iy likely, according to one’s best judpment,
to be of a reproductive character, all is
well. But the danger lies in the ecireum-
stance that we may attempt to do too much
in a given period of time. I know the Oppo-
sition Leader will say that too much cannot
ke done in the matter of land settlement;
but, stil}, it is possible to proceed in a dir-
ection which would render it very difficult
for tke State to finance the undertakings
which it has in hand, and which must be
carried through for the benefit of the State.
The Leader of the Opposition says that we
are doing in the South-West merely what
has been done on the wheat belt. In a
measure that is true, but the expenditure and
the finaneial obligations invelved in the
group settlements of the South-West are
likely to exceed very materially the corres-
ponding cost for the settlement of the wheat
belt, T am afraid that every settler placed
in the Bouth-West in a group will cost the
State double the amount of money that is
required to settle a farmer on the wheat belt-
And there is this further difference, that
whilst the wheat farmer ohtains almost an
immediate return, being abls to cultivate a
certain proportion of his Jand in a year or
two and thus secure results, thereby placing
himself in a position of independence of
the Government and of being able to carry
on for himself with the aid of the Agri-
cultural Bank or the Industries Assistance
Board, the South-Western settler will be
very mueh delayed in establishing himself.
I do uot anticipate that the people being
settled in the South-West to-day will be in
a position to undertake the responsibility of
maintaining themselves and meeting their
payments to the Government in anything less
than five years.

The Minister for Lands: It will take
more than that,

The PREMIER: Yes; it will take five
Years at least. Probably we shall find that
the great majority of the South-Western
settlers will not be able to meet their in-
terest payments to the State for something
like 10 years. I mention this in order to
briog home to hon. members the heavy
financial responsibility that rests upen the
State, because we have to carry those
settlers on during all those years. The eX-
penditure on groups for the last financial
year amounted to £770,000, and the esti-
mated expenditure on them for the current
financial year—assuming that new groups
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are eatablished in the same ratio as last
vear—is £1,230,0100. We are only ir our
infaney as regamls the estahlishment of the
group settlements. Let me point out that
the largest amount advanced in any one
year by the Agricaltural Bank, whaose
overations have been confined chiefly to
the wheat helt and have not extended to
the South-West, is £636,000, which figure
compares with £770,000 expended op the
South-Western groups last year. The
interest chargea with regard to institution:
that assist settlers and men on the land
are very heavy indeed. Western Australia
has embarked, not only recently but dvr-
ing the past 15 years, on the most gigantic
scheme of Btate farming that has ever
been attempted in any part of the world.
No other country has ever attempted Btate
farming on anything approaching the
scale obtaiming here. Practically the whole
of the cost of land development and settle-
ment has been borne by the State, The
8tate has furnished the settler with money
to pay his fare to his land, money to go
out upon the land, money to clear his hold-
ing and to erect his home, money to pur-
chase plant and machinery and livestock
and super and seed wheat and every other
essential, and, in times of adversity,
money to keep the settler in food and
elothing.

Mr. Lutey: They are all well satisfied.

The PREMIER: All that has been
finnnced by the State, and we have now
embarked on a similar projeet in the
South-West,

Mr. Latham: I hope that will prove as
successful as the settlement of the agri-
cultural areas,

The PREMIER: T hope so too. T am
not finding favlt, T believe that the poliey
of land settlement was a good thing. In-
deed, it represents one of the best things
ever done in this eountry. T refer to the
action of past Governments of different
periods in extending a measure of support
to the farming community. Had it net
been 80, of course, we should not have seen
a quarter of the development that has
taken place, and consequently this State
would have been in a different position
to-day, From a national point of view it
is a good inveatment, notwithstanding that
such large sums of money are still out-
standing on the books of the varlous de-
partments assoctated with this work.

Mr, Stubbs: Still the Government hold a
good security.

The PREMIER: But sometimes the
asscts do not meet the liabilities.

Mr. Latham: But on the whole they do
more tban that,

The PREMIER: As the years go on it
will prove to be so,

Mr, Latham: Tt is the position to-day,
ton, in many instances,

The PREMIER: That is so. It may
‘nterest hon. members to know, however,

that the arrears of interest alone ontstand-
ing in the books of the Agricultural Bank
repreeent £270,000.

Mr. Latham: That is to the 30th June.

The PREMIER: That is so.

Mr, Latham: A lot of that will be paid
during the current month.

The PREMIER: I do not know about
that; some of it doubtless will be paid
dnring the month. The outstanding amount
for a period prior to June was
£180,000, but to the 30th June the sum
totalled £270,000. Largely the same posi-
tion haz been created in connection with
the goldier settlement seheme. I regret to
say that the department has experienceil
greater difficulties regarding soldier settle-
ment than with other forms of settlement.
TUnfortunately, owing to war service and
other canses, large numbers of the returned
men have not been able te make good, the
result being that the arrears of interest
bhave accumulated te & very considerable
sum, Perhaps hon. members will have read
the published statement that the capital
expenditure authorised on soldier settlement
to date has been £5,800,000, and the arrears
of interest outstanding total £325,000,

Member: That is-serious,

The PREMIER: It is very serious.

Mr. Latham: Unfortunately, other States
are similarly affected.

The PREMIER: I am aware that some
of the other States are affected more adver-
sely.

Hon. W, D, Johnson: This should not be a
State responsibility at all.

Mr. Laatham: That is so. It should have
been n Federal responsibility.

The PREMIER: I am gorry to say that
here, as in connection with other matters,
the Federal authorities have shirked their
respongibilities,

Hon, W. D. Johneon: This js not by any
means the only direction in which they have
shirked those responsibilities.

The PREMIER: I have never indulged
in carping eriticism of the Federal Parlia-
ment or of the Federal Government, but 1
am bound to admit that whenever it has
been found pessible to place responsibilities
on the State Governmeants that rightly be-
long to the Commonwealth authorities, the
Federal Government have never failed to
take advantage of those opportunities. Apart
from the ountstanding interest respecting
soldier setilement, it has to be remembered
that the repayments of the instalments of
principal generally have not yet become due.
I£ those settlers have fallen into arrears with
their interest payments, I do not know where
we shall be when the time arrives for them
to be required to pay their instalments of
capital in addition te interest, unless, of
course, as the years go by, their farms de-
velop to- an extent that will enable them to
meet their liabilities. - As hon. members
know, for the first 10 years—the period
used to be five years—no repayment of prin-
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cipal is required in connection with Agrient-
tural Bank advances, but after the l0-year
period, the repavment of instalments of
principal have te be made amnually. Al
ready, however, some instalments of prin-
cipal are overdoe. Thuns, in addition to the
£270,000 of interest outstanding, we have
£470,000 overdue on aeconmnt of instalmenis
of prireipal. That is a very large sum. The
effcet ot thiy iv to cuuse the State to pay
interest on interest and the debt will be-
come more serious as the years go oo The
total delits of the Induetries Assistance
Board at the end of June was £2,135000.
These are just some of the figures relating
to expenditure on land settlement that has
taken plare during recent years, The Gov-
ernment have decided to appoint a Royal
Commijgsion to inquire into the whole man-
agement and results to date of group set-
tlement in the South-West. This is aot
done in any spirit of Yostility to the prin-
ciple, but I believe it will be in the in-
tarests of all concerned, the late Govern-
ment and the people of the Btate gener-
ally, that a thorough and exhaustive im-
guiry should be held into the group settle-
ment schema,

Mr. Latham: Why cannot you get the
necessary information without the appoint-
ment of a Royal Commission?

The PREMIER: We have infermation
relating to the financial side and the Min-
ister for Lands will be able to supply hon.
menmbers with detaiis of that expeaditnre, 1
should have added that the expenditure to
date om the gromps has heen £1,235,000.
The expenditure for the last year slone was
£770,000.

Mr, Stubbs:
Estate?

The PREMIER: Yes, it includes all the
grounps. If we continne the groups this year
on the same ratio as last year, the estimated
expenditure will be about one and a-guarter
million pounds,

Hon, W, D, Yohnson: Does not the mem-
ber for York want an inguiry now?

Mr, Tathem: I do not see what is te be
gained from am inquiry secing that the in-
formution is at our di .

The PREMIER: It may be thal an in-
quiry by practical mea may result in the
lessening of eosts im econnectiom with much
of the work earried cm now.

Mr., Latham: You can pet all that as-
sivtance withont o Reynl Oommission.

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: What are yon afraid
of regarding an inquiryf

Mr, Latham: 1 am no! afraid at all.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie, Then let us have it.

The PREMIER: It must be remembered
that this group settlement scheme represented
something new. The State embarked on
large scale settlement of which neither the
State nor the principal officers, uoon whom
the full responsibility of administerine the
scheme was placed, had any previons ex-
perience. Tn such cireamstanees it was in-
evitable that there would be large expendi-
ture that meed mot have been incorred and

Does that inclede the Peel

methods adopted involving the expenditore
of public funds that may oot have been war-
ranted.

Mr. C. 1", Wansbrough:
an experiment.

The PREMIER: That is so.

Mr, Georpge: They bad to start from
serateh with practieally little or no training
in the work,

The PREMIER: That is so. There are
at present about 124 groups eavh consisting
of 20 men. The great majority of those
settlers had lad no previous experiemee in
farming, and certainly no experience of Aus-
tralian eonditions, It necessarily followed,
therefore, that the cost of gettling those men
must have been greater than if the scheme
had eoncerned exporienced farmers. There
was nothing else to be done; there was no
alternative for the State if we imtesdea
to take n large number of migrants as we
centracted to do under the agreement which
Sir James Mitchell made when he was in the
0ld Country. Im the cireumstaneces, there
was nothing o do but to take the migranis
direet from the ship's sides right down to
the groups. It will be coneeded that an in-
quiry by practieal experiemced men should
resnlt in benefit to the State and in a sav-
ing of costs and expenditure regarding the
whele scheme. The question involved is
one of finance, and members of the late
Ministry will appreciate the position of the
Treasurer at the present time. Whilst it
may be claimed that the affairs of the State
are fairly prosperous now, I do mot know-
that the difficulty of financing the require-
ments of the State bas ever been greatert
than at the present moment ‘The cost of
money is higher than we have ever before
known. We have had to pay 6 per cent. for
maney and there is a threat to increase the
price to 6l per cent,, which was the best
offer obtained in the Eastern States re-
cently. It is unfortumate that momey shounld
be so dear at a time when the State has
cmbarked on heavier loan expenditure tham
ever previoosly. It means that the work
of land =eftlement in the Souwth-West will
be saddled with higher interest charges.

Mr. Stubba: Tf your estimate that it will
take 10 years Tor thepe settlers to get pgoing
is right, the men will be asked to carry &
load that will be an impossibie one,

The PREMIER: That is the tronble, and
for the next five or six vears this State will
have to inerease its indebtedness by way of
loan funde to B great extemt indeed in order
to keep the gronps going that lave alroadvy
been started, to say nothing about what will
be neeessary for those that may be estab-
lished Auriny the next few years.

Mr. Latham: Ts it nat eorrect that two-
thirds of the responsibility regarding the
intereat is with the Tmperial and Common-
wealth Governments.

The PRFVTER: That is for the first
period of five vears. As regards the immi-
gration acrerment, whilst the ex-Premier
obtained the best possible terms in T.ondon.
terms that were hetter than ever obtained

In short, it was
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previonsly, the Home Government have re-
vogaised thut still more liberal terms should
be conceded to Australia and to the States.

AMr. Latham: I hope you will take ad-
vantage of them,

The PREMIER: I believe the State will
get that advantage. When Senator Wilson,
un Honorary Minister in the Federal Gov-
crument, passed through on his way to the
East five or six weeks ago, he was good
enough to convey to me the general terms
of the proposed new agreement, Of course
it was not for publication, becavse he had
to take jt to his Prime Minister as soon as
he returped to Melbonrne, The Prime Min-
igter, I understand, has heen in communica-
tion with the Home (jovernment in regard
to some of the points in the agreement in
an endeavour to obtain still better {erms.
But 1 can say from what knowledge 1 have
of it, that the terms of the agreement, even
if the Prime Minister should not sueceed in
having them liberalised, represent a con-
siderable advance on those embodied in the
agreement made by Sir James Mitchell.
They will relieve us of many of our finau-
cial difficulties in the way of payment of
interest during the next 10 years.

Mr. George: Was it not understood that
we were to have any advantage seecured in
later agrecments?

The PREMIER: Yes, if any other State
should secure better terms, they were o be
embodied in the agreement made by Sir
James Mitehell. That was not in that agree-
ment, but it was a taecit understanding.

Mr. Sampson: That assurance was ob-
tained by Jr. Colebateh.

The PREMIER: The new agreement will,
I think, entirely sopersede the old one.
Moreover, it will apply to all the States.

Mr, Stubbs: Will it cover the money
already advanced?

The PREMIER: Yes, past as well as
future operations will be eovered. I think
the term for which we shall get assistance
for puymeat of interest will be congiderably
longer than that we have at present, Also
it is quite on the eards that we shall be re-
lieved of some of the obligations of the old
contraet, obligations which, T believe, would
te found almost impossible of fulfilment if
it were attempted to hoid uws to them, We
should know the terms of that new agree-
ment during the next week or two. Speak-
ing of the difliculty of financing these under-
takings, I desire to refer to the Loan Council
held in Melbourne a few weeks ago to deal
with tle whole question of harrowing by
States and Commonwealth, I am not in o
jrosition to diselose the proposed terms, but
they meun that instead of each State going
on the Aunstralian market whenever it de-
sires a loan, and as a result frequently eom-
ing info eompetition with other States and
50 pushing np the rate of interest, the aim
is to have only one borrower, The Common-
wealth will borrow what is required to he
hovrawed by the States and the Common-
wealth in Australia. It certainly should
result in our being able to obtain money at

[5)

a lower rate of interest than if all the
States were borrowing separately.

Mr. Thomson: Is the Commonwealth to
decide how much each State shall borrow?

The PREMIER: Yes. Thbe proposed
arrangement iy a distinet advantage. We
shull not Le competing with each other on
the Australian market, as in the past. It
is proposed that the Commonwealth shall
borrow a fixed sum, variously stated in the
newspapers, and shall then apportion it out
to the States according to an agreed upon
scgle, From our point of view it will be a
good arrangement, for under it we shall
certainly get considerably more money in
Australia than we would be able to get if
we were borrowing on our own account.

Mr, George: But we shall be submerged
in the Commonwealtli, instead of maintain-
ing cur individoality.

The PREMIER: That would mot matter
when borrowing in Australin. Our experi-
ence hag shown us that we get practically
no response when we endeavour to Taise a
loan in the Eastern States. Apart from the
several Governments, there are other large
borrowers. Last month, for instanece, the
local City Council placed a loan for half a
million at 6% per cent. The Melbourne
Board of Works also raised half a million
at $3% per cent, Then there will be the
FEastern States Governments borrowing in
Australia, and if we were forced to go on
the Australian market Ffor ourselves, we
should be left without any response. Ouly
last year South Australia endeavoured to
raise a local lean, but got only a partial
respouse. The financial centre of Aunstralia
is in Melbourne and Sydnay, chiefly Mel-
bourne, so naturally the Eastern States get
first preference with a loan. It will be a
good thing for local borrowing to pool our
loans as proposed. But the Commonwealth
Government, now, as always, endeavouring
to push the States inte a corner, weuld not
agrea to the pooling of local borrowing
urless the States also agreed to limit their
borrowings overseas.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That bas heen their
ambition for years past.

The PREMIER: That is s0. To & cer-
tain extent that is am attempt to deprive
the State of its sovereign rights. There
should not be en the part of the Common-
wealth Government any attempt to dictate
to the State how moch money it shall bor-
row oversens. It was urged at this confer-
ence of representatives of the State Gov-
ernments that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment should be content to have the borrow-
ing in Australia, and allow the States a free
haund in borrowing overseas. However, they
would not agree to that. The one is contin-
gent upon the other. TUnless the States
agree to limit their borrowing overseas to
the amounts agreed upon at the conference,
the proposal for pooling horrowing im Aus-
tralin poes by the beard.

Mr, Richardson: What is the hasis on
which the State’s quota is to be determined?
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The PREMIER: It seems to me it is
without very sound foundation. Prior to
the meeting of the Loan Council, the State
Treasurers were asked each to submit an
estimate of his loan requirements for the
year. The State Treasurers went there with
estimates. Some of them, perhaps aware
of the method by which the quota would be
determined, inflated their estimated require-
ments, They were not fixed on a population
or any other basis, It was like a purchasger
asking the price of something in a shop
and then endeavouring to have that price
reduced. The Commonwealth said, in effect,
*‘You are asking for so much, but you
ought to be able to do with a0 much less
than your estimate.’’

Hon, W, D. Johnson: It is like a Treas-
urer dealing with his Ministers.

The PREMIER: Exactly. That is just
what the Commonwealth Treasurer has done
with the State Treasurers.

Mr. George: Surely you have not started
like that with your Ministers?

The PREMIER: No, my Ministers are
long-headed, economical men, and I have
found no oceasion to sub-edit their require-
ments. I know the hon. member was in the
habit of saying, ‘I am ready fo do the
work if the Treasurer will asupply the
money,’’ but I have bhad no occasion o
treat my Ministers like that. This question
of borrowing has not yet been finaliged, but
a decision must be arrived at to-morrow,
becavse to-morrow there is to be a meeting
of the Commonwealth Treasurer and the
Treasurers of two of the Eaastern States to
fix the price of the loan and the general
terms and conditions wpon whieh it is to
be lJaunched. T have hesitated to take a de-
parture that would establish the principle that
the Commonwealth Government should arro-
gate to themselves the right to determine
what the borrowings of any State Govern-
ment shall be overseas in any partieular
year. The Commonwealth cannot have any
knowledge of ocur requirements. Only the
State Treasurer can form an estimsate of his
requirements for the financial year. What
can the Federal Treasurer know about our
requirements in Western Australiat

Mr. George: And he cares less.

The PREMIER: Since the great propor-
tion of our loan requirements are intended
to carry out the policy of immigration and
land  settlement, any restrietion imposed
uzpon us by the Commonwealth must bave a
direct effect upon our policy of immigration
and land settlement.

Mr. Latham: We hope you do not agree
with that.

The PREMIER: In this respeect, as in
many others, this State is the orphan child.
All the other States have apreed to the
Commonwealth’s proposal. Our standing
out will not affect our powers of horrow-
ing in London. We ghall be able to get
there just as mueh money as we require,
and on just as good terms as if we were in
the pact, but our standing out will cer-

tainly affeet the amount of mongy we may
obtain by lorrowing in Australia.

Mr. Thomson: Aund there is the adverse
exchange to be cousidered when borrowing
overseas.

The PREMIER: Yes, that is the point.
Under the agreement we ghall get more
money in Australia than we have had from
the same sourcc for many years past, over
o million pounds.

Mr. Mann: Borrowing overseas is not
profitable ot present.
The PREMIER: That is se. 1f we

stay out, we phall have to go overseas for
the whole of our loan requirements, and the
difliculty of transferring money from Lon-
don {8 well known. Seo, on the other hand,
if we stand in we shall get much more
awoney in Australia than we have had in
the past.

Mr. Manr: For how long will you be
bound if you stand in?

The PREMIER: The agreement is for one
year. If the Government decide to join in
the undertaking it will not be establishing
any precedent which this Government or
futnre Govornment might be called upon to
follow; Lt certainiy it will be a point gained
by the Commonwealth Government in a dir-
ection they bave been striving for over many
vears; that is to say, the limitation of our
Lorrowings overseas.

Mr. Mann: Just for one year.

The PREMIER: Of course. I have no
doubt the same proposals will eome forward
next ycar. The finaneial position may he
such as to leave the Treasurer next year
practieally no wmore option than he has to-
day but te join in with the arrangement.

Mr. Thomson: It would be a very con-
aiderable saving,

The PREMIER: If we did not join in,
T am atraid we should get very lLittle money
if we endeavoured to borrow in Australia,
and would cortainly have to pay a half per
eent. more for it than the Commonirealth
would have to pay. The Commonwealth
will bhe able to obtain their loan of
£8,000,000 or £10,000,000 at six per cont.
If we go on the local market without jnin-
ing in, we shall have to pay six and a half
per cent. Tf we were unable to borrmw in
Austrslia we would have to de so overseas,
and the cost of cxchange and other charges
wounld be very considerable. The cirenm-
stanecs are sneh as almost to compel us to
be a party to an arrangement with the
principles of which we do not approve,
The financial eirgumstances are such as io
leave us very little option,

Mr. Richardson: The Federal Govern-
ment kave the third degree on ua.

The PREMTER: That is sa. TIn sa far
na the power may pass into the hands nof
the Federal Parliament of controlling the
expenditure of loan moneva in the State,
then, knowing as we do that finanee and
money are really at the basis of all develap-
nent, so will the Tommonwealth anthorities
be enalled to rontrel the affaira of the
States concerncd. They will he able 10 dic-
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tate the developmental policy. If they ecan
limit the amouvnt of money that is made
available it is tantamount to giving them
power to say what developmernts shall oceur,
and how we shall spend the money.

Mr. Latham: They will be sending offi-
eers over here to see bow we spend it

The PREMIER: I hope members ap-
precinte the difficulty we find ourselves in
at the moment. We are practically com-
pelled to join in an arrangement that is al-
together foreign to our ideas of what is
equitable, I would draw the attention of
members to the position we are coufrouted
with regarding our loan requirements for
the present vear. I have already indicated
that group scttlements alone will ask for
one and a quarter million pounds. That
does not take into account any money that
will be required for the Agricnltural Bank,
for soldier settlement, or for the Indus-
tries Assistance Board, for whieh provision
will have to be made. :

The Minister for Lands: And it does nof
include railways and drainage.

The PREMIER: No. Members are
familiar with the expenditure by the In-
dustries Assistance Board of recent years,
and know what it means when I say that
the board and the bank and scldier seftle-
ment have yet to be provided for. Then we
have inherited from the ex-Minigter for
Water Supply (Mr. George) the legacy of
the hilla water scheme,

Mr. George: What is the matter with
that?

The PREMIER: Nothing is the matter
with it, except that it will cost me some
sleepless mights in an endeavour to'find the
money for it.

Mr. George: That was my trouble. I
could not get the cash.

The PREMIER: Unfortunately the hon.
member eczcaped. His Treasurer was able
to put him off. I think the ex-Treasurer,
without consulting him, carried on the pro-
ject so far that I am not in a position to
refuse to go on with it. I cannot say to the
Minister for Works, ‘* You eannot have the
money.'’ The State is committed to it,
and I have to fnd the money.

Mr. George: What is the matter with
the scheme?

The PREMIER: I have to give certain
figures to the House to remind members of
the financial difficulties with which T am
confronted during the present financial year.
In addition to the amount to be spent on
group settlements, the hills water supply
will cost a further half a million pounds
this year. The amount spent on the hills
water supply last year was £23,000. The
work has only just been commenced. This
year for pipes alone, which will have to be
delivered during the next six months and
naid for, the sum of £250,000 will have to
be found.

Mr. George: That is right. T would
have spent it four years ago if ¥ had had
the cash.

The PREMIER: I wish the hon. mem-
ber’a powers of persuasion had been great
enough to induce the ex-Treasurer to give

him the money.

Mr. George: I tried all T could.

The PREMIER; I have inherited this
expenditure for the mext five years, Mem-
bers will realise what the financial reqaire-
ments will be on the groups alone, as those
groups go on growing and expaading. The
hills water supply scheme is estimated to
cost £3,000,000, and is to be completed in
gix years. One may say that I have to find
for the next six years £500,000 a year for
that scheme, in addition to the amount tiat
wag required for the ordinary services of
laat year, which was in itgself a record. The
loan expenditure last year was the greatest
in the history of the State, for in round
figures it was £4,000,000, The balf million
pounds on the hills water supply was not
inciuded in last year’s expenditure.

Mr. Latham: Is that expenditure justi-
fied?

The Minister for Lands: 1t iz not the
expenditure; it is the difficulty of finding
the money.

The PREMIER: I am not saying {hcre
is no necessity for a hills scheme. Even
though it is justified and urgently required,
I have to find the money. If our loan ex-
penditure this year is on the same )asis as
last year, for this year 1 am committed to
a loan expenditure of four and a half nil-
lion pounds.

Mr. Sampson: And suppose the Loan
Council reduce the amountf

Tho PREMIER: These two items alone
commit me to an cxpenditure of a million
and a quarter pounds that did not come
into last year’'s expenditure. There is
£500,000 for water, and an extra £500,000
for groups, that did not come into last year.
The expenditure on the groupe last year was
£770,000, but the estimated requirements for
this year involve a sum of a million and a
quarter pounds, or £500,000 more from loan
funds than last year. I am, therefore, pre-
paring the House for loan estimates of
about £7,000,000.

Mr. George: And you are doing it very
well.

The PREMIER: In addition to the in-
ereased expenditure om water supply, thore
ars the big sewerage works at Subiaco,
launched last year, that will require an ex-
penditure of abont £100,000, if the work
is to be continued during the present year.
That is the position with whichk I am con-
fronted. The proposals of the Loan Coun-
eil, as dictated by the Commonwealth
Treasurer, in effect mean that we shall
have to get along this year with about a
million and a half less than would be re-
quired mccording to the figures I have just
given, Although I am faced@ with the
necessity of finding a million and a quarter
pounds, that had not to be found last year
on water supply and groups, the Loan
Council or the Federal Treasurer says,
‘‘You will have to get along this year
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with Lalf a million pounds less than you
had Jast vear.??

Mr. George: It is better not to let them
interfere.

Mr. Griffiths: We cannot help ourselves,

Mr. George: Oh yes, we can.

The PREMIER: Of the graut made by
the Commonwealth Government for road
constronction fast year, only a few thon-
sand pounds waa spent.

Mr. George: Very little of it was spent.

The PREMIER: If we take advantage
of that grant of £92,000 this year on the
pound for pound basis, we shall have to
foee an additional expenditure of that
amount ourselves.

Mr. Latham: It was provided on last
year’s Estimafes.

The PREMIER: But it is not expended.

Mr., George: But you will get more this
year. .

The PREMIER: Yes, It is very desir-
able that the State should take advantage
of the offer
- Mr. Thomson: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: Not only because of
the need for road eonstructiion, but becanse
if we do avail ourselves of the offer, we
shall have the work done at only half the
eost to the State that it would otherwise
he. The Commonwealth Government, in
#ddition to making the grant of £92,000
last year, and a gimilar sum this year, have
allowed the unexpended amount last year,
to carry over into this vear. We ghall,
therefore, have available between £160,000
and £170,000 for road ecovnstruction. On
top of that I have to find a similar amount,.

Mr. Latham: Tt would be all right if it
was all Commonwealth money. .

The PREMIER: The position is causing
me much more worry than the revenue
and expenditure zecounts for the year.

Hon. W, D, .Johnson: Tt amounts to doing
£5,000,000 worth of work with £3,000,000,

.The PREMIER: That is so. We sghall
have an opportunity later of dealing with
the various Bills that come down, and the
policy of the Government as it is gradu-
ally anfolded to members. The Leader of
the Opposition siated last night he hoped
the Government would shortly commence
the eonstrnetion of the Yarramony-Baandee
railway, the estimated eost of which is
£400,000. - The expenditure to which I
have referred makes no provision for rail-
way constructiot, and neither is there pro-
vigsion for harbour improvements required
at Geraldton and Bunbury. T hope that
after quoting those figpures my friends in
the metropolitan area will become recon-
eiled to the policy of the Government re-
garding t{remway extemsions, for the
present vear at any rate.

Mr, Mann: Why not hand the trams
over?

The PREMIER: I have.stated before
- that tHe Government are quite prepared

to eongider any scheme that may be put
up for local control of the tramways and
other utilities that are of a purely loeal
character. Ministers are somewhat over.
burdened with duties that are not of
State-wide character, but are of purely
local concern, and perhaps could best be
administered by the people they serve. If
the loeal autborities or those served by
the trams or water supply are prepared
to put forward proposals that the Govern-
ment feel they can entertain, the Govern-
ment will be prepared to give those pro-
posals cvery consideration,

Mr, Mann: What about a board similur
to the Metropolitan Board of Works in
Melbourne?

The Mivister for Lands: Let the people
have a say.

The PREMIER: It would be a matter
for consideration. The board could be
thoroughly representative, but not elected
or appointed on a property franchise, nor
should the choice be restricted. The board
should be representative of all the people,

Mr, George: The difficulty is that the
gmaller boards have been swallowed up by
the bigger hoards.

The PREMIER: The Alelhourne Board
of Works which has controlled for more
than 30 years the water supply and sewer-
age system of Melbourne and suburbs, is
composed of representatives elected from
each local governing body in the district
served—each town counecil or road board
as the case may be, elects a number
of delegates. At least that was what took
plave when I was there. The delegutes were
elected by the local bodies, not by the people,
and the chairman received a pretty bigh
salary. 1 believe that the work carried out
Ly the Melbourne Board of Works has been
fairly satisfactory. In this conneetion it is
well to remind thoge persons who are in the
habit of pointing to our per-capita indebted-
ness as being the highest in Awustralia, that
nothing could be more misleading. A com-
parison cannot be made between the per-
eapita indebtedness in this State and that
in the other States, because in this State
the Government carry out all the functions
which in the Eastern States are carricd out
and controlled by boards or trusts which
have borrowing powers of their own. For
instance, whilst money that bas heen bor-
rowed by the Government and expended on
our water snppiies and sewerage system has
belped to swell the publie debt, in Mel-
bourne the expenditure on water supply and
sewerage, which has run into many millions,
considerably over fifteen millions, has
bheen bhorrowed by the Metropolitan Board
of Works, and therefore does not figure n
the public debt of Victoria. The same thine
applies to the tramway system and to the
harbonrz. In Victoria there is a Harhonr
Trust that has separate and independent
horrowing powers. All those funetions are
carricd out in Western Australia by the
Btate. The money is horrowed by the State
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and thus iucreases the per capita indebted-
ness,  Therefore to make comparisons be-
tween Western Australia and Victoria is only
to mislead. 1 trust that memhers will he able
to agsist the Government. I aceept in the
spirit in which it was offered the statements
made by the Leader of the Opposition and
the Leader of the Courtry Party that they
do honestly and sincerely desire to assist
the Government to discharge the very oner-
ous task that lies ahead of it, whenever they
find themselves able to do go consistent with
their pledges to their electors and so far as
their prineiples will allow them.

Mr, GRIFFITHS (Avon)} [5.50]: I think
it would be fitting before 1 speak on the
Address-in-reply if 1 take up the runuing
where I left off in November, 1920. Mem:
hers appear to be amused, but let me draw
attention to the faet that on the 17th XNo-
vember, 1920, I succeeded in having a mo-
tion carried through this Chamber relating
to the paoyment to local bodies of fines
collected under the Traffic Ae¢t. The ox-
Ministor for Works disregarded the injunec-
tion of the House and held that this action
could not be taken. He told me that it
would he against the law, and twitting me
with it only the other evening said, ‘‘Are
you satisfied now?’? We find that the ex-
Minister decided on taking action as from
the 1st July; consequently I am satisfied
now.

Mr. George: You must get legi<lation
through Farliament or you cannot do it.

Mr, GRITFITHS: T do neot know.

Mr. George: No, and you do not.ecare.

M:. GRIFFITHS: Asybow, the action 18
being takem as from the 1st July last.
Another motion that I sncceeded in getting
through Parliament related to the Avon River
and its possibilitics. 1 have given notice of
a question on this subjeet, my desire being
to ascertain whether anything has been done.
With these few remarks I shall close the
book of the past. I car support what has
been said by the leader of the party to
which T have the honour to helong, that we
are anxions and willing to assist the Pre-
mier. That help will be given because we
feel now, as we felt in 1914.15 fowards the
gentlemen now occupying the Ministerial
side of the House, that those gentiemen are
ont really to assist the primary producer.
I say this in all sincerity. I have a kindly
recollection of the assistance given to me as
a yonng member by my friend the member
for Guilidford (Mr. W. D, Johnson). T
acknowledge with gratitude the help T got
from him whenever T preferred a request
on behalf nf the York electorate. Already
T have received consideration from the vari-
ons Ministers now in office, or at least those
with whom T have come into eontact. T have
had many refusals, and I expect to get manv
more, but T ghall persevere. Ome feels diffi-
Aent in rising after the Premier to deal with
the finances, The Premier has referred to the
unholy squeeze that the (‘ommonwealth Gov-
ernment are inflieting on the State, His
remarks were quite Jjustified. The ex-

Minister for Works interjected that wo
could help ourselves. cannot see how
we ean. We eannot go on the money mar-
ket in competition with the Commonwealth.
I shall not refer to the finanees at any length
kecnnse the Premier hag dealt with them
exbaugtively; I shall wzit until the Esti-
mates come aloug. The Governor’s Speech
refers to cortain railways that are in course
of construction, but I notice that ome, the
Yarramony linc, has not been alluded to.
After baving heard the Premier’s speech,
[ feel diffilent about urging the construetion
of such works. But so far as the Yarra-
mony line and the Bencubbin to Goomarin
line are concerned, there are weighty reasons
why carly consideration should be given to
the matter of econstruction, Even if only
the earthworks were started, it would he an
encouragement to those people who bave
been settled out there for 16 yeara. The
Leader of the Opposition last night told me
that I was not correct when T mentioned
this period. There is no need for me to
prove the urgent necessity for this Iine.
This has been admitted and the autherisa-
tion has been approved, and there is nothing
further for me to add. I have a petition
signed bv 250 farmers whe hold 250,000
aeres of land. Those farmers have grown
tired of waiting 16 vears for this line. They
are carting to.-day over distances of from
12 to 23 miles. Along the route to be tra-
versed by the line, with a normal erop there
will be a million bushels of wheat to be
shifted.

Mr. George: They are a very live body
of men. .

The Minjster for Lands: I told them that
the railway wonld he bailt in its order.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Here is a story that
has appeared in the Press, and I think if
will amuse members if T read it to them:
Tn 1908 Mr. Mitchell told the prospective
Yorkrakine settlers that none wonld be more
than seven miles from a railway. Mr. Scad-
dan, when Premier, promised that the rail-
way wonld be built after existing authorisa:
tions had been completed. Then the survey
of the line was foreeasted in the Governor’s
Speech. The late Hon, Frank Wilson an-
nnunced, when he took charge, that the
Government would honour this promise. Tn
November, 1915, a deputation to Mr. Wilson
was promised that the Advisory Board womld
be sent out there, and if the report was
favourable a survey wotld be made. In
Jone, 1917, the Advisory Board inapected the
country, but before the report was com-
pleted the chairman died. An attempt to
get the report finalised proved abortive.
Then the Hon, Frank Wilson died. On 12th
November, 1918, the Hon. H. B, Lefroy
heeame Premier, and a depntatiom again
nreed the construetion of the line. Sym-
pathy was exztended, and investigation was
promised—the asame old cry. Two menths
later Mr. Lefroy was written to and asked
what steps had been taken. Hie reply was,
*“T and another member are poing to Mel-
bourne to raigse funds for public works, and
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your allimportant work will not be over-
looked.’” On his returr from Melbourne he
was sacked.

Mr. Panton: It reads just like a serial,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Mr, Colebatch then
took the helm. He was written to and
strongly urged to have the line comstracted,
but nothing was done.

Mr. Lambert: He wasn’t Premier long
enough to do anything.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: In May, 1919, Mr. Mit-
chell took the steering wheel. A deputation
waited on him in August of the same year
and urged tbe district’s claims. The Pre-
mier admitted that the railway was neces-
sary and justified, end promised inquiry.
Early in 1920 the Premier was written to
and asked to state the intentions of the
Government, and the member for the dis-
trict was notified that the advisory board
would again report. On 11th November,
1920, the advisory board reported in glow-
ing terms. On 9th December, 1920, the
railway league decided to apgain wait on the
Premier. He refused to see them, but
wrote that he would introduce a Bill next
gession to awthorise the consirmetion of the
}ine, and that in the meanwhile the survey
wou)d be proceeded with. Elections were
then pending. Mr. Scaddan also wrote sup-
porting the project, and Mr. Collier said
that if be was in power he would carry ont
the promise of the Premier, or, if still in
Opposition, he wonld assist the Government
to pass the Bill

The Premier: And I 4id assist them to
pass the Bill

Mr. Lambert: On a point of order, is the
hon. member reading his speecht
~ Mr. SPEAEER: I understand he is not
reading his speech, but is merely giving a
quotation.

Mr. Lambert: What is he reading from?
~ Mr. GRIFFITHS: If the member for
Coolgardie prefers it, I will quote from the
printed reports. Further pressure on politi-
cians resulted in word being sent to the dis-
triet in November, 1921, that the Works De-
partment had been authorised to proceed
with the survey. In February, 1922, Mnr.
George traversed the distriet and assured the
settlers that the survey would be commeneced
in May.

- Mr. George: I told them they would get
a survey, and I got it dome.

+ Mr. GRIFFITHS: Then the hon. member
was the only one that carried out his pro-
mise. In December, 1923, a Bill was passed
authorising the construction of the line. If
it takes 16 years to get the aunthorisation, how
long will it be before the first train whistles
into North Baandee? Was there ever a
more miserable story of broken promises,
evasions, excuses, and misstatements—or
worso—than is contained in that record?
That little story was compiled mainly by
Mr. Diver, a friend of many members on the
Government side of the House.

The Minigter for Lands; I thought it was
Diver’s work.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. GRIFFITHES: Anyhow it is & record
of facts.

The Premier: They are facts; he was
trained in the Labour school.

Hon, 8. W. Munsie: There iz a much
more sorry tale of the Esperance line, and
we have not even a survey yet,

The Premier: And there is the Narrogin-
Dwarda line.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The Premier has told
us a somewhat disheartening story regarding
the probable financial arrangements for the
future, but I urge upon him when consider-
ing the railway construetion programme to
cemember these people who have battled
along for the last 16 years without trauns-
port facilitics. Some of the settlers have
made good, but 3 great many of them have
been heaten. Only those of bullbog tenaeity
have been able to win through. The question
of constructing this railway was a burning

one  during the reeent election, and
1 jromised the settlers of the dis-
trict that [ would iske the earliest

opportunity to wurge these in authority
to make a start and do something, if only
to begin the earthworks. It would not
mean a great deal to start the earthworks,
bhut it would put fresh heart imto the set-
tlers, A little encouragement wovld go a
long way. On the hustings I promised the
people to work for the railway ard do my
bost to pet it constructed, but I know ot
other candidates who said that if they were
retorned, the construction of the line would
be proceeded with at once.

Mr, George: Who said that?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Never mind; the hon.
member may judge for himself, On Tues-
day last I asked 2 question regarding the
svstematic lay-out of future railways and
referred particularly to facilities for the set-
tlers east and north-east of Merredin, The
Premier in reply said the Government were
aware of what is geing on and T believe the
departments are also aware of it. When 1
wenk to live in Kellerberrin in 1910, that
centre as a wheat-growing district was con-
sidered doubtfnl. It was said to be too far
east. Later on Doodlakine was considered
doubtful, but by easy stages wheat growing
was extended to Merredin. The Lake Brown
country in 1914 was practically desertad;
only a few die-bards remained. To-day set-
tlement has extended as far east as Bodal-
lin, where there is 3,000 acres under erop.
Recently the Minister for Works vigited Lake
Brown and expressed himself fo the local
reporter as heing astounded at what he had
seen. One of the finest belts of forest coun-
try is there being opened up. It extends
from Lake Brown to the 81-Mile Post on
the rabhit-proof fence, The die-hards of
the Bodallin country have proved the fallacy
of the ‘'too far east’' bogey as applied to
that district. They have to eart their pro-
duee as much as 25 miles and they have
heen carting water anything up to 14 miles.

+ Owing te their distance from a2 railway
tthey are kept carting till the end of Mareh.
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This means insufficient time to devote to
fullowing and a coosequent logs equal to
three bushels per acre. Last season the aver-
age was 13 to 14 bushels. Had they reason-
able facilities so that they eould devote more
time to fallowing, the average would have
been three bushels higher. There 15 nv
finer stretch of forest country within the
line of assured rainfali than this particular
belt. The Newdegate railway has been
strongly advocated on the ground of soldier
settlement there, but this district is as mueh
a soldier settlement as is Newdegate. Seventy
five per cent, of the settlers are under the
soldier settlement scheme.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Would you give
them a railway before the North Baandee
peoplei

Mr. GRIFFITHS: No, the North Baandee
people have been waiting for 16 years and,
if any settlers are entitled to a railway, they
are.

Mr. Latham: There are also the settlers
cast of Kondinin.

Mr. Panton: How do you propose the
Government shall construet all thess lines?

Mr, GRIFFITHS: 1T have said I appre-
ciate the Premier’s dificulties. but I am ad-
vocating works that [ know are necessary.
I hope the Premier will visit this distriet
where there is a new provinec in the making,
The member for Yilgarn (Mr. Corboy) has
told me of big stretches of country with an
assured rainfall on the east side of Southern
Cross.

Mr. Latham: On which side of the gold-
fields line?

Mr, GRIFFITHS: Both gouth and north.
Out from Bullfinch there is a big area of
country and an e¢xtension of the Beneubbin
line ig being wrged to serve it. This will
probably require another line separate from
the one to Goomarin. The member for Yil-
garn (Mr. Corboy) tells me there is a big
belt of country at Forrestania and I believe
it makes through to Newdegate. I want the
Government to carefully consider plans for
tho future and not follow the haphazard
methods of the past—starting a line and
yielding to influence for deviation in all di-
rections before it reaches the terminus.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.80 p.m.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: When we adjourned
for tea T was endeavouring to impress upon
the Premier the extent of the conntry that
I termed a new wheat province that was in
process of development. I presume T muy
advance to the Table to illustrate from a
map what I wish to say.

Mr. SPEAKER: T have no objection.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: 1 have here a plan of
the district. In this section of the country
there is a continuous belt of forest extend-
ing up to the rabbit-proof fence, some 80
odd miles north, and running east into
Weatonin, and Boddalin, some 30 mileg
north-woest.  The member for Yilgarn (M,
Corboy) informs me that to the north there

is another enormous belt of country, and
to the south between the fence and Southern
Cross there is also a large belt of timber.
Yesterday I asked certain questions so that
the Premier, in view of future railway re-
fquirements for this district, might cause a
thorough investigation to be made so that a
pruperly well thought out plan might be
devised for opening up this territory. Cer-
tain of these areas are proved to be within
the safe rainfall belt, and I am anxious
that proper railway facilities shonld be
given so that we may avoid that which
happened in connection with the Dowerin
groups and other lines, At Lake Brown
recently we were met by a deputation of
settlerg asking for a water supply. The
Minigter for Works received them. Sinece
my returo to Perth I have received a lefter
from the Minister stating that he does not
think any provision can be made on this
year’s Estimates for the extemsion of the
water scheme to that area. One of the
settlers, Mr. Mulqueen, said he was ome
of the original piomeers of the distriet.
The ex-Premier had promised bim and a
bundred others a farm and railway com-
munieation within 12 montha, but there
was no aigu of it. If the Government were
to get the money back that had been ad-
vanced to settlers, they would have to
provide a water supply for the district,
and that supply would have to be brought
into the district from the goldfields scheme,
ag key dams were a failure. If the settlers
were to make good, they must have water.
This is a soldier settlement,

Mr, Mann: That would necessifate the
erection of another pumping station.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: It is a big scheme,
and requires s man with big ideas to utilise
the goldfields water for the agricultural
areas,

Mr. Manp: What would be the coat?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The late Lord Forrest
did not worry about costs when he went
into that big seheme for the goldfields.

Mr. George: All the water that can go
through the pipes, 5,000,000 gallong a day,
is being sent through them now.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: If there is 2 man big
encugh to rise to the occasion, here ia an
oppertonity for him to do se.

Mr. George: Give me the money; I will
rige to the oceasion.

Mr. Corboy: But yon are not 2 Minister
now,

Mr. George: T will take a contract.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I met &n old man at
Goomarin who had just returned from cart-
ing water 28 miles, 14 miles each way,
When I come across instances of that sort
T think of the drought-stricken peopie of
XNorth Perth. What would a man think if
on washing-day his wife told him to go to
Fremantle in order to get a tank of water,

Hon, S, W. Muonsie: That would not be
s0 bad if you could wash with it when you
got it back.
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Mr. GRIFFITHS : Some of these un-
fortunate people have to travel 28 miles
for water,

Mr. George: It is very hard upon them.
" Mr, GRIFFITHS: We do not realise
these thinga in the city.

Mr. George: That is so,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: For about three
months of the year they have to eart water,
Some gettlers are also carting their wheat
27 miles, which makes things impossible
for them. There are soldier settlers in
the locality, wbo have gone on the land
on the distinet promise of a railway. They
are labouring under the disability of
having to cart not only their water but
their produce long distances. The Premier
has, 1 think, stated that it would take
gomo men ten years to get off the Indus-
tries Assistance Board. In certain cases
it will take them much longer. I was
astonished to learn that one settler owes
the board £7,000,

Mr, Latham: One man?

Mr, GRIFFITHS: Yes,

My, Latham: Where is the Minister?

Mr. Corboy: I guarantee the Mianister
dees not know about it.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: You should get on
to the previous Minister.

Mr, Latham: It would be well worth
jooking into.

Mr. Corboy: I shounld like to know how
he got the money.

Mr, Latham: So should I,

Mr. George: He must have a large acre-
aggt[l', GRIFFITHS: This was originally a
partnership concern, but this man now has
£7,000 against his name. I voderstand he
took over £4,000 in the beginning. His
posttion is impossible. I do not know
what the authorities were thinking of to
allow him to get so much into debt. With
regard to mining, I have always had a
kindly feeling towarde the goldfields, and
I am glad I have a small section of the
mining industry in my electorate. I ahali
be pleased to do everything T can to help
the industry at Westonia. That centre has
been under a cloud for a long time.

Mr. Corboy: It was under a flood when
I was there last.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: 1 bave been trying to
get the Minister for Mines interested in
the field.

Mr. Corboy: The companies themselves
are to. blame for the position.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Yes. I should like to
see an amalgamation of the leases so that
the mines may be brought uwder one enn-
tral, as bas been done in the case of the
Boulder group.

Mr. Corboy: Are you aware that Mr.
Scaddan did his utmost to bring that
about, but that the companies would not
agree?

Mr, GRIFPITHS: T have heard Mr.
Duff, ex-member for Claremont, say that
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Mr., Bcaddan was really the lion in the
path that prevented this.

Mr, Corboy: The companies there are
responsible.
Mr, GRIFFITHS: Yes, I know that

attempts have bheen made to bring them
together, but they have failed. ¥ach of
the managers has a billet to protect, and
does not want to be dome out of his job.
In spite of that, however, they have lost
their jobs. There is a quarter of a million
pounds’ worth of gold under water in the
mines, and it only requires some organising
ability and a Cornish pump 1ift erected on
the job for the gold to be obtained.

Mr, Corboy: A Cornish pump would not
shift that water.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: T suggest tbat a
proper pumping plant would enable the
companics to get at this gold, T am sorry
the Minister for Mines is not present. The
Wostonia Prospeetors and Leascholders’ As-
sociation had a big meeting recently, the
higgest meeting they have had for :ome
tinie, Three motions were passed on that
occasion. The first was:—

That in the opinion of this meeting
drill boring, preferably by means of a
Calyx drill, over a period of six months
in the Westonia auriferous area is war-
ranted; that a reliable geological und en-
gineering report be made for the Minis-
ter for Mines, the personal visit to West-
onia and the definite report of Ar. A.
Montgomery, and that as a result of his
inspection six seleeted boring sites is
specifically reguested.

The second meotion was:—

That the Government be asked to place
a supply of explosives in the loeal maga-
zine for the use of prospectors and lease-
holders; same to be procurable at cost
price landed in Westonia, and to be under
the control and issue, say, of the loeal
police aofficer, who is the dJdeputy mining
reristrar’s representative in the Westonia
dirtriet.

The third motion was:—

That in the opinion of this meeting the
providing of cheap transport in connee-
tion with the Westonia mining distriet is
urgently necessary.

The mceting went on fo set out the reasons
why these motions were justified, T have
broughit these proposals before the Ainister
for Mines, and T believe he is somewhat
favourably inclined toward some of them.
T have asked him to visit Westonia at a
convenient date, and he has promised to do
se when the opportunity oceurs. I hope to
be ahble to do semething to bring Westonia
to the front. It is my great hope that there
will I'e a revival of interest in that centre.
Mr. Bmith, of the Dreps mine, is now start-
ing a hattery. and T Dbelieve good results
are being obtained from his operations.

Mr. Marshall: You had po water when
yon started, hut new you are all water.

My, Corhoy: 1If you counld only use that
water for agrienltural purposes, you wonld
be ull right.
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Mr. GRIFFITHS: Apart from the big
belt of timber country to which I have re-
ferred, there is to the south an enormons
area of lighter land. At the opening of
Parliament T awked certain questions to find
out if the Minister was sympathetic to-
wards an investigation being condurted into
the use of light land. In many parts of
the State light landy are being snezessfully
used for oat growing and feetding off, und
in connection with the growing of fodder
for siles. Thiz is partiewlarly noticeable
alung the Great Southern Railway, and has
revolutionised farming se far as stock and
early lambing is concerned. I shall have
an opportunity of dealing with this wmotter
at a later stawe. We have heard a pgood
deal abtout the profits made by the railways.
T am justified in saying that a wood deal
of this profit is being obtained at the ex-
pense of many of the vountry districta

Mr. Panton: Oh, no!

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Many of those
centres are being starved of ordinary rail-
way facilities.

Mr. Panton:
mining centres?

Mr. Corboy: The mining distriets are
certainly paying for it now.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: T am in full aym.
pathy with the Adifficulties of the wmining
diatriets, but T think the conntry districts
have suffered a preat deal.

Hon. 8. W. Munsgie: Tf£ the agricultnral
districts would recoup the Government as
rapidly as the mining distriets are doing,
they would be all right.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Unfortunately the
mines cut out:; the aprienltural indwstry
does not cut out, but remains in. Only
recently a station has lheer built at Dag-
lish costing £5,722, and another at MMownt
Barker costing £6,957. Yet when I hLave
asked for 2 man to be put in charge of a
station such as Burracoppin, to receive and
protert goods, my renttest has been refused.
Take Tammin, the hipgest wheat cenfre eon
the eastern line. Tammin has not even a
plattorm to-day., T have here a petition
stgned by 237 residents asking that ihat
want shounld he supplied. The Goverament
have already paid ahout £300 in compensa-
tion to persons who, when getting aut at
Tammin, were injured by reason of the ab-
senre of a platfeem, As regards Carrabin,
whirh may be termed the transhipment port
for Westonia, nnd ot which many sheep
and caftle are trucked, T have asked for
surh n small thine as a trucking yard, and
have heen refused it. Yet nearly £12,000
is spent on a couple of stationa at Daglish
and Mount Barker. We shonld begin with
necessaries. I hope T may mot he thonght
parochial for bringing these matters for-
ward; but whrther T am regarded as maro-
chinl or not, T shall voice my thoughts in
thia House. To-day T heard a conversation
with regard to edueation, in the conrse of
which complaints were made as to conntry
edneation. My experience of the Edueation
Department is that they are most willing
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to assist. They have a huge contract in
catering for a scanty and widely spread
population in the back country. Recently
there appeared in the Press a letter con-
demning the Edueation Department, but I
have nothing whatever to say against the
department, who have always treated re-
quests in a proper spirit. The correspond-
ence classes, I should mentien, have proved
a real blessing to coontry children. Con-
cerning soldier scttlement we have heard a
sorry tale, espeeially as te over-capitalisa-
tion, to which T have already referred. As
regards  oversex  markets, the memher
for Perth (Mr. Mann) has on the Notive
Paper a motion dealing with this subjeet.
If there is anything the State Government
can do towards providing oversex wmarkets
for onr wheat, our fruit, or any other of
our products, then all the influence of the
State Government should be applied for that
purpogse, even if it has to be done through
the Federal Government.

Mr, Panton: Meantime the people in the
State cannot obtain a bit of fruit.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: It is true that better
digtribution methods are mneeded locally.
Just recently 1 received a letter from a
New South Wales friend who was sent to
England for the purpose of inquiring into
the possibilities of the markets .there. He
tells me that the Californian canning people
spent €25,000 on the introduction of their
froits to the English market. They intro-
duced them through the small retail shops.
The fruit is attractively put up, and for
that rrason, as well ag owing to the system
of rebates allowed to traders, the American
dried fruit industry has established 2 vory
profitable market in England. The Ameri-
can dried fruit indusiry spemt £125,000 in
introducing dried fruits in small packages
to the English market, and the results have
been very profitable. As regards the Argen-
tine meat peopls, it is hard to say how mueh
they have invested in their business, as they
own iceworks, wharves, ships, and all other
kinds of appurtenances to the meat indnatry.
To show the extent of their ramifications
[ may mention that out of 8,000 butchers’
ghopa in the OId Country some 4,000 are
under their cortrol. The Argentinians are
practieally pushing Australian mutton out
of the Foglish market. This may be a Fed-
eral matter, but T wish to draw attention to
it. The Argentine meat industry is alive to
the fact that it mugt pugh and advertise and
organise, The Epglish millers and bakers
have spent a quarter of a million sterling on
an ‘‘Eat more bread’’ campaign, the object
of which is to raise their trade to the pre-
war standard. It is no use encouraging our
people to go on the land and grow products
unless an contlet is found for them. From
the group gettlements in the South-West we
are expecting a big output, which we hape
will come through; but we should prepare
for the placing of that outyut overses.
When T was electionesring T made a strong
point of that aspeet, telling the people that
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they should help by co-operating among
themsclves and by furthering any project
for the economical handling of their pro-
duets. On the subject of the development
of this State apd its natoral resources 1
bave had many conversations with the mem-
ber for Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert), who is
absent at the moment. Like him, T consider
it a crying shame that the Federal people
should have treated us as they have done
over the Forest Produets Laboratory. In
this House I frequently asked Mr. Seaddan
whether the Federal people were trying to
evade their responsibility as to establishing
the Forest Products Laboratory in this
State. He airily waved me aside and said
everything was all right. We know how all
right it is: the Federal people have removed
the lahoratory to Melbourne, We have in
this eountry much natural wealth which is
not being ntilised, but which only awaits the
advent of the scientist and the chemist to
develop it. The things of which I have
spoken I have very much at heart, and
therefore 1 have voiced them here, I trust
bon. members were interested in what I
said, T sincerely hore that the State’s
finaneial prospects will improve, and that
this Parliament will retain the good humour
with which it has started, and that mo one
will threaten to erosa the floor and punch
another member’s head.

AMr, Corboy: That is all past, now that we
have a Labour Govermment.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I sincerely hope that
the coming harvest will be a big one, be-
cause that means everything to the people
of this State, whether they be town dwellers
or country dwellers, and I am glad that
the townsmen are beginning to recognice
that such is the case.

Mr. KENNEDY (Greenough) [7.56]: Tt
is gratifying to new members on the Minis-
terial side of the House to hear the assur-
ances of loyalty to the Ministry given by
nmembers of the Opposition. The Govern-
ment policy being of a thoroughly demo-
cratic nature, it is only right that Ministers
should receive support all round. A demeo-
eratic policy means justice and equity to all
sections of the people and to all branches of
industry, and such a poliey will raise the
State again to a prosperous condition. I
hope later on to be able to commend the
Opposition for their practical support of
the Government; actions speak, not words.
Tt must be reassuring to the older members

on the Ministerial side to learn that the’

Labeur policy ia being adopted by the rural
electers. Thanks to the preference votes of
the Greenough farmers T am here to-night, It
is apparent that Western Australia cannot
depend on its agrienitural production alone;
we must also enconrage the mining industry,
and T am glad that this is promised in the
Governor’s Speech. In my electorate is a
lead mining distriet which, under adverse
conditions, has for many ¥ears exporied lead
in large quantities. At present the Surprise
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mine is working at Galena, which i 11 miles
distant from the present head of the Ajana
railvay. The means of transport from the
head of the line to the mine are primitive,
and that fact ie largely crippling the mine.
The last Parlisment passed an Act anthoris-
ing a private compny to build the necessary
railway. That railway was supposed to be
up to the standard of our Government rail-
ways., However, the company put down an
obsolete 2ft. gauge line, which had origin-
aliy been a tramway on the goldfields. That
line is inndequate for the economical trans-
port of ore. The gap to be bridged from
Ajana to Galena is only 11 miles. The pri-
vate company’s railway was supposed to be
passed by the Railway Department as fit
for the transport of paesengers and gooda.
[ do not think the line capable of taking the
necessary mining machinery and other goods
from Ajana, for the heavier goods have to
he taken by teams to Galena. Althoucsh the
finaneial position of the State is regarded
in some quarters as unsound, ] eclaim that
this railway extension is warranted. The
Railway Department would not entertain for
one moment the taking over of the existing
line, and the engine that was supposed to
hanl loads over it is now a dereliet at .\juna.
Tn this prosperous mining town, there are
aver 100 men with their families and they
sufter great disabilitiex regarding water
supplies. Dnring the election campaign I
noticed on the oveasion of my visit that their
only means of water supply was by seratch-
inz a hole in the bed of the Murchison
River, after the fashion of kangaroos. A
tank was filled with a bucket and the water
was carted in to supply the township, Only
after the water has come down the river for
many miles is that sopply availanle. An-
other railway extension that should he seri-
onsly considered by the Government is at
least a seetion of the desired Yuna-Mullewa
line. Settlers in those outhack parts have
received advances from the (overnment and
they have been settled on good York gum
country, where there is a good rainfall.
Those settlers have to cart their produce
over distances ranging from 11 to 15 miles
to the head of the railway, and that imposes
a great hardship upon them. [ also request
the Government not to be severe in their
trratment of I.A.B. ¢lients who have re-
ceived notices to quit their farms. In the
faece of adverse conditions those settlers
have stroggled for many years to make good
and the Government should take a lenient
view of their position. They were encouraged
to po outback, and it is only right to lay
part of the blame for their failure on the
shouldlers of the late Gnvernment. Harving
advanced money to thore settlers, it was the
duty of the GGovernment to have experiencel
instructors in the distriet in oriter to advise
them regarding the hest metheds of farming
to be adopted. Those settlers, not having
much eapital, endeavoured to got returns
quickly and thex cleared the light land on
their holdlings instead of clearing a part of
the heavier conntry, Later, the light land
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failed them and unless consideration is ex-
tended to those men, those who take over
the holdings later on will benefit at the ex-
pense of the original occupiers. The Gov-
etnment should also assist the people out-
liack by reviewing the parcels rates over the
railways, At present we are endeavouring
to vompete against the Commoniealth Gov-
ernment, seeing that packages weighing up
to 11 Ibs, can be sent by parcel post 60 or
70 per cent. cheaper than the railway rates
wilt allow. They are conveyed in mail bags
or pareels and the railwaya have fo earry
them and the Commonwealth Government
are paid for transmitting them, 1 have
noticed during the busy times of the year
muny parcels have had to be sent out to
meet farmera’ requirements, over distances of
from 300 to 400 miles, and the charge has
been a8 much as 3s. G6d. and 3s. 9d. This
matter has not heen brought up by farmers’
representatives in the past and I think atten-
tion should be given to it.

Mr., Thomson: That matter has been
brought up before,

Mr. EENNEDY: Those charges are too
heavy, and it would be advisable for the
Government to review these parcel rates.
Last night great stress was laid on the 44.
hour week question. A working week of
that duration hds been in operation for a
eonsiderable period in the railway work-
shops, and has also heen applied for a long
time to the men working on the permanent
way. In his annual report the Commissioner
of Railways states that as mueh work has
been done in the week of 41 hours as was
done in the 48-hour week.

Hon. S, W. Munsie: The complaint
against the Government means that they
are wild becauge we introduced an extension
of the 44-hour week,

Mr. KEXKNEDY : The work of the
permanent way maintenance section of the
Railway Department is important, because
if the rtoad is mnot maintaiped in a
safizfactory condition, the railways can-
not be rvn effectively. The men employed
upon the maintenance of our railway lines
have been enjoying a 44-hour week for a
long time, and there has been no increase
in the number of men employed, whilst the
stardard of the permanent way is just as
good now as it was when the men weorked
48 hours a week. The Press have stated
that the extension of the 44-hour weck to
what they term the ruaning men, including
enzine-drivers, firemen, guards and signal
men, will mean an increase of 25 per cent.
in the working costs of the rajlwave, T
helieve that hy the economical working of
the railways, the 44-hour week can be worked
without any extra expense to the State.
T cannot understand why, during Decem-
ber. January. Fehruary and Mareh, the
railways are taxed to their fullest capacity
in earrving wheat to Fremantle and other
ports, and for the remaining eight months
of the wear rolline stoek lies idle at nnat-
tended sidings. ‘The distribntion of the
transpart of wheat throughout the whole
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year would mean that the railways would
pay letter, and it it is essential that the
wheat shall he carried during the four
months mentioned, those requiring that
service should be ecalled upon to pay a
substantial increase on freight for the bene-
fits conferred upon them. At present the
rumning staff of the railways Jdo not work
more than 44 hours a week and do not do so
throughout the full year. There should be
no oceasion for men to work overtime day
and night for four months and during the
remaining part of the year be kept in
their depots for station duty, which is not
preductive work. All it meana is that the
men R%ign on and mooch about as there is
ne work for them to do. If an inguiry
were made conceruing the railways, it
would be found that my statement is ror-
reet. I worked for many years as 3 puard,
and during the laat three years I actunlly
worked only from 40 to 44 hours, although
I was paid for the full 48 hours. That
was not my fault. That demonstrates that
the running staff can do the work required
of them within 44 hours without extra cost
to the State.

Mr, Thomson: That is a strong indict-
ment against the railways.

The Premier: No, it is not. You must
remember that these men are guaranteed
a full week’s work. It is not possible to
keep them working full time during the
slack season,

Mr. KENNEDY: The Leader of the
Opyposition stated the other might that ap
amendment of the Eleetoral Act was re-
quired to prevent + dummying in postal
votes. I do not know whether the infer-
ence to be drawn from that statement wag
that the Greenough sent was won by menns
of illegal votes, but T know that it wnas
won legitimately. If it happened that a
large numher of postal votes were recorded
in that electorate, the reasen was that at
one place 30 or 40 men were engaged at a
salt works. Whether by accident or Ae-
sign, no polling hooth was provided there,
and therofore those men had to vote hy
post or be disfranchised. On the new
fam of Canna a large number of men were
employed and no polling hooth was nro-
vided for them, with the result that thev
recorded postal votes,

The Premier: T am surpriced that the
ex-Minister for Agrienlture negleeted such
snre supporters! Men working on dans
and salt works alwars support the National
Partv!

Mr, KENNEDY: The Acet provides that
if a person is likely te be seven miles or
more away from a polling booth, he can
record his postal vote, T became very sick
of the whole business regarding postal vet-
ing in the Greenough electorate. Barely a
week passed from the 25th March, the
day T was nnnounced as the representative
of that electorate, until the day expired
for the lodging of an appeal against the
resvlt of the poll, without my hearing that
astounding revelations were to be made.
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We know that the whole thing fizzled out.
Neither direetly nor indirectly did I do any-
thing dishonest or cobtain any illegal votes
on that oceasion, and I conm assure hon.
members that, up to the present time, I
have lived as an honest man and will con-
tinne to do so whether elected to Parlia-
ment or not.

On motion by Mr. Sleeman, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 815 pm,

Legislative gouncil,
Tuesday, 5th August, 1984,

Motion : Etand.m? Ordars amendment ...
Address-in-reply, fourth day
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m. and read prayers.

MOTION—STANDING ORDERS
AMENDMENT.

Houn. J. W. ETRWAN (South) [4.85):
I move-—-

That it be an instruction lo the Stund-
ing Ovrders Committee to consider the
advisableness of amending ithe Standing
Orders, especially in view of the altera-
tions made in the Constitution Act, 1839,
ond the Constituiion Acts Amendment Act
of 1899 during the session of 1821-23,

This is merely & formal! motion, so I do not
intend to say any more than a few worids
necessary to explain its purpose. In the
session of 1921 it was considered advisable
to alter the Constitation. Prior to that
many difficulties had arisen between the two
Houses of the Legislature over the inter-
pretation of money Bills. After consulta-
tion between the Standing Orders Commit.
tees of the two Chambers, in order to make
the position plain a Bill was passed
through both Houses defining money RBilla
and elso giving a clearer exposition of
the relationship betweem the two Houses.
The scope of the amendment was very ex-
tensive, probably mueh more so than mem-
bers of either House realised at the thme.
I do not regard the present as a fitting oe-
easion for dealing fully with those amend-

[COUNCIL.]

ments, but to these members who wish to
understand the nature of the comstitutional
change: that was effected, I recommend
Quick and Garran’s Adunetated Constitution
of ‘Australia. What was done on that oc-
casion wag to repeal two sections of our Uon-
stitution and embedy in our Constilution
the sections of the Commonwealth Consti-
tution dealing with money Bills and the re-
lationship between the twe Houses. As a
result of that amendment whatever the
analogy—if ever any existed—hefween the
Legislative Couneil and the House of Lords
in relation to the other House of the T.egis-
latore, it certainly does not exiat any longer,
The position of the Legislative Council in
its relationship to the Assembly now, nnder
our amended Constitution, s identical with
the position of the Senate in its relationship
to the House of Representatives in respect
of money Bills, Therefore on the question
of the interpretation of money Billa and the
relationship between the two Houses, May's
Parliamentary Practice has become obso-
lete, and we have to turn to the recognised
interpretation of the Commonwealth Con-
stitution in order to see the true position.
That is found in Quick and Garran’s Anne-
tated Congtitution of Augtralia, In that
work it will be seen that the relationship
has materially altered as the result of the
amendment to our Constitution. And whilst
the Constitntion was amended by both
Houses, no change was effected in our
Standing Orders. The result is that our
Standing Orders interpreting money Bills is
altogether wrong. At present one Standing
Order states that included amongst moncy
Bills are Bills for imposing, altering, or re-
pealing any taz, duty or imposition. In the
amended Coustitution it is provided that 2
Bilt shall not be taken to appropriafe rev-
enue or moneys, or to impose taxntion, by
reason onky of its eontaining provisions for
the imposition or appropriation of fines or
other pecuniary penalties, or for the demand
nf payment or appropriation of fees for
licenses, or fees for registration or other
services under the Bill, So in the very inter-
pretation of a money Bill there is a marked
inaccuracy in the Standing Orders as they
are at present, The point cropped up only
last sesston. Whilst T was aeting as Deputy
President the question arose as to whether
or not a Bill was in order. Under our Stand-
ing Orders the Bil! was not in order, but
under the amended Constitution it was in
order. It is for the purpese of bringing
our Standing Orders into conformity with
our amended Constitution in respeet of
money Billa and’ in other respeets that T
move this mation. Apart altegether from
the all-important question of woney Bills,
other amendments in the Standing Orders
ought to be effected. They are not so much
amendments nas alterations that do Dot
change the meaning of the Standing Orders.
Mr, Lovekin was kind enough to indicate
some of these to me, but in addition there
are several thet I myself have noted in a
study of the Standing Orders. In the chapter



